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                           INTERESTING STUFF COMPILED BY WADE

Please Welcome your new Dock Neighbor! 

Ahoy and welcome to Eldean Shipyard!  We are 

thankful to have a fantastic group of boaters on our 

docks and this year's new slip members will certainly be 

another great addition.  We will welcome 32 new 

boaters/family to the marina this summer. Jenn will be 

giving a marina tour to all of our new boaters to provide 

info about our marina and the nearby attractions. 

Additionally, if you are new to our marina and have 

questions, don't be shy, just ask one of your dock 

neighbors or stop by our Shipstore and ask our crew.   
 

Our Summer Crew… 

When you stop in, please introduce yourself to Karl, our 

new Shipstore Manager! Lauren, who in her 6th 

summer working in the Shipstore, will only be with us 

part-time this summer as she has a college internship.  

Additionally, Jonah & Abby will be returning. There 

will be a few new faces in the Shipstore this summer 

including Dutch, Dylan, Ashlyn, and Athena.  Cole & 

??? will be our new pool attendant this summer. We 

still need one pool attendant (14 years old is the 

minimum, please apply).  Our crew is happy to assist 

you! Just ask. 
 

Boat Service Team… 
Additionally, our service team of Jenn and Scott are 

here to make things better when you have problems 

with your boat or want an installation to make boating 

better.  Do you need boat washing this summer? The 

email address for service work requests has not changed 

and you can contact them here: 
 

Scott at boatservice@eldean.com 

Jenn at service@eldean.com 
 

Once again, both Scott and Randy, went to ABYC 

training this winter to polish up on their skills and 

expand their knowledge in our industry, taking a course 

on marine electrical. 

The 2026 Party Schedule - Save these Dates 

 
Eldean Shipyard 50th Anniversary Party May 2023 

 

Memorial, 4th of July & Labor Day Holidays 
The Eldeans will be firing up the grills again!  Stop by 

the picnic tables at the playground for grilled salmon, 

hot dogs, chili-dogs, & brats on Saturday the 4th of 

July, & Sunday afternoon of Memorial and Labor Day 

Weekends - Compliments of the Shipyard!  We will be 

cooking from 12-2:30 (or until the food is gone).    
 

Parking and Launch Traffic Jam… 
During haulout and launch, when going to your boat in 

storage (M-F), please park in our main parking lot and 

NOT in or around buildings 3, 5, 6 & 7 or anywhere in 

our launch area between 1 & 2.  You can make a drop 

off & then park in the main lot. If you do not have a 

parking sticker, please get a day pass so that we can 

contact you in case the vehicle needs to be moved.  
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Dockbox Maintenance…. 
“B”-dock received special treatment over the winter 

with many of its dock-boxes repaired and painted, the 

dock power washed, and the boxes reinstalled.  We 

intend on continuing with this program on a yearly 

basis and hope to finish B-dock & R-dock boxes this 

winter.  And remember, if the pulpit of your boat pokes 

a hole in the dock box we will be sending you a repair 

bill, so make sure that you have a spring-line in place 

that won’t allow your boat to hit the box. 

 

Would You Like Piling Caps Installed? 

If you would like to add white 

piling caps to your slip, we will 

install them at the discounted price 

of $25/piling (normally $30-$35 

w/o install). We think they will be 

a benefit for years to come (they 

remain with the marina if you 

leave). The piling caps should help 

reduce the amount of bird 

droppings on and around your boat. 

Email me if you would like them installed at your slip. 
 

Do you need Internet Access? 

A Seasonal Wi-Fi Subscription is $95.  Please email 

Wade to set up your Wi-Fi access.  Many of you have 

already signed up and I have already sent you an email 

with your subscription information. For problems with 

your Wi-Fi this summer, please email 

computers@eldean.com or stop by the Shipstore and let 

us know. 
 

Additional Summer Spaces… 

Many of you have toys, dinghies, kayaks, SUP, etc. that 

make a day at the marina more fun and enjoyable.  We 

do have room available for some of your toys, but since 

space is at a premium, we do have a fee for them: 
 

    -Kayak Rack - $100 (only $50 on top rack) 

    -Dinghy Spot - $100 small, or $150 Larger 

    - SUP/paddleboard Rack- $35 
 

PWC/Dingy Boatlift… 

If you would like a boatlift for your dinghy or PWC, I 

have one lift available for this summer.  For an existing 

slip customer the lifts are discounted and rent for $2035 

- $2195 ($3295 - $3495 for non-slip customer). 

 

– New customers please take note – 
 

For marina information regarding news, amenities, 

events, suggestions, and policies: Go to 

www.eldean.com/news, Calendar of Events, and also 

Click on the “More Fun Stuff” heading (left side) for 

additional info on marina services and nearby 

attractions. 
 

Pick up your Keys 

Pool and Head Keys are each available in the Shipstore.  

Each key has a $20 deposit that is refunded when you 

return the key. 
 

Parking Stickers 

If you haven’t already, please fill out your parking form 

and we will mail you up to 3 parking stickers ($20 

each).  This is the new green oval sticker. If you 

purchase a new car, just bring us your old sticker and 

we will issue a new one at no charge.  The parking 

stickers are usually updated every 5 years, so you do 

not need new stickers every year.  Day/weekend passes 

will be available for your guests at no charge.  On busy 

days, guests parking will be directed to building #7.   
 

Your Boat and Dockbox Keys, please:  We need to 

have a spare set of your keys and/or combination to 

your boat in order to move your boat in the event of an 

emergency and for winter storage.  Also, when we are 

doing dock work, we may need to remove the dockbox.  
 

Tie up your boat on all sides: On the day that you 

arrive to your slip, it may be a calm and peaceful day. 

Unfortunately, storms come and go, and during wind 

and storm events it is important that your boat is tied up 

with many lines and all sides of the boat.  Click here for 

more information on tying up your boat properly. 
 

Pool Rules – 5 People MAX in your group and the 

boat owner/family member must be present (Do not 

give your keys to neighbors or friends). Click here for 

More of the Pool Use Policy.  Also, Glassware/bottles 

& Food are NOT allowed around the pool. 
 

If you leave with your boat for 48 hours - 

When you are not using your slip we make it available 

for transient boaters to rent on a nightly basis.  If you go 

cruising or remove your boat from the slip, for any 

reason for 48 hours or more, you are required to let us 

know that you will be vacating the slip.  Please let Karl 

in the Shipstore know the date of departure and return 

before you head out.  You can stop in the Shipstore or 

email Karl at store@eldean.com. 
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Boatlift access options… 
Hinging Ramp for Purchase:  These are 24” x 

24” Tide Tamer boat access ramps that hinge 

and rotate away from the boat when the ramp is 

not in use and when you are docking. These can 

be use with any lift. 
 

 
Ramp Purchase Cost: $750 plus tax plus install 

 

Walk-board for rent:  

These are 12” wide by 14’ or 18’ long boarding, 

walk-boards.  They can be mounted directly to 

a Tide Tamer boatlift, or be elevated 36-48” 

above the lift (close to dock height). 
 

 
Dock-board Rental Cost: $500 plus $250 install 

 

 
Brackets to raise boarding dock up 36’, 42’, & 48” above lift 

Food Trucks – Almost every weekend!     
We have got a great line-up of food trucks scheduled 

for every weekend from Memorial Day through Labor 

Day this summer.  If you like having this option, please 

show up and support their businesses!  Most are coming 

multiple times during the summer and I’m afraid if they 

don’t get much business on their first visit, they may 

cancel their next scheduled visit. 

 
May 25: Monday, 11-7. Slingin’ Weenies 

May 30: Saturday, 11-7, Airborne Burritos 

June 7: Sunday, 11-7, Slingin’ Weenies 

June 13: Saturday, 11-3, Kitchen 55 

June 13: Sunday, 11-7, A&L Tacos 

June 19: Friday 11-7, Wok Me Up 

June 20: Saturday 11-7, Wok Me Up 

June 21: Sunday, 11-7, Kitchen 55 

June 26: Friday, 3-7, A&L Tacos 

June 27: Saturday, 11-7, A&L Tacos 

June 28: Sunday, 11-7, Holy Smokers BBQ 

July 3: Friday, 3-7, A&L Tacos 

July 5: Sunday, 11-7, A&L Tacos 

July 10: Friday, 4-8, Zomburgers 

July 11: Saturday, 11-2, Cousin’s Maine Lobster 

July 12: Sunday, 11-7, Kitchen 55 

July 17: Friday, 3-7, Papa’s Tacos 

July 18: Saturday, 11-7, Papa’s Tacos 

July 19: Sunday, 11-7, Slingin’ Weenies 

July 24: Friday, 3-7, A&L Tacos 

July 25: Saturday, 11-7. Airborne Burritos 

July 26: Sunday, 11-7, Zomburgers 

July 31: Friday, 3-7, Slingin’ Weenies 

August 2: Sunday, 11-7, Cousin’s Maine Lobster 

August 14: Friday, 3-7, Holy Smokers BBQ 

August 16: Sunday, 11-7, Slingin’ Weenies 

August 21: Friday, 3-7, A&L Tacos 

August 22: Saturday, 11-7, A&L Tacos 

August 23: Sunday, 11-7, Kitchen 55 

August 28: Friday, 3-7, Papa’s Tacos 

August 29: Saturday, 11-7, Holy Smokers BBQ 

August 30: Sunday, 11-7, A&L Tacos 

September 6: Sunday, 3-7, Slingin’ Weenies 

September 7: Monday, 11-7, Slingin’ Weenies 
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Social Media Connections… 
To follow Eldean Shipyard on Facebook, like Eldean 

Shipyard and Marina.   
 

Kris Eldean has taken to Instagram to 

share interesting marina photos and 

happenings.  Go to: 

www.instagram.com/eldean_shipyard 
 

We are an LMSRF Sponsor! 
The Lake Michigan Sail Racing Federation (LMSRF) is 

a not-for-profit charitable association of individual 

Yacht Clubs, sailing groups and individual sailors 

located in the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and 

Wisconsin. 
 

LMSRF promotes sail racing competition on Lake 

Michigan for Offshore, Youth, and Day-racing One 

Design sailors. It works to grow the numbers of boats 

on starting lines.  It also provides racing information 

through its newsletters, e-mails, and its web site as well 

as educational programs. 
 

The organization supervises the functioning of racing, 

rating rules and provides an Appeals Committee for the 

next step in the progression in the US Sailing Appeals 

process. 
 

In addition, the LMSRF Donation Program, 

Endowment Fund, and Grants-in-Aid program provides 

financial assistance to promising sailors in their 

educational and competitive efforts. 
 

Looking for Race Crew? 

Do you need racing crew or are you looking for a boat 

to crew on?  Check out Crew Finder and Boat Finder, a 

system supported by the Lake Michigan Sail Racing 

Federation (LMSRF). The LMSRF stated, “After years 

of seeking a suitable platform, the Lake Michigan Sail 

Racing Federation Board has a new Crew and Boat 

Finder. We are grateful for the development of ‘Rail 

Meets’ and believe this comprehensive system will 

provide for the needs of our racing skippers and crews.” 
 

We are a MI Clean Marina!  
To help keep our waters clean and 

provide outdoor opportunities for 

kids, Eldean Shipyard supports the 

Michigan Clean Marina Program, the 

Macatawa Greenway & the Outdoor 

Discovery Center.  Let’s keep our water clean for future 

generations! 

WATER LEVEL UNCERTAINTY...              . 
The water levels have dropped a little!  I anticipate 

the water level this summer will be about 2” lower than 

last summer.  6 years in a row of lower water isn’t good 

news. We would like more stable levels from year to 

year without dramatic swings from highs to lows. 
 

To see the water data from the USACE:  

    -Monthly Bulletin of Lake Levels for the Great Lakes 

 
 

 

Lower Water Dock Issues: 
As the water level is going down, our docks that were 

rebuilt for the all-time-high water levels may be a little 

high/tall for your boat.  We are continuing to lower a 

few docks at our expense that were necessary and also a 

few other docks for convenience (we split the cost with 

the boater). If your dock is too high to board, the 

options are: 

 -Install a ladder: Buy or Rent.  For a rental 

ladder it is $95 and includes installation. 

 -Hire us to lower the dock. Your dock neighbor 

will have to agree too (and possibly split the cost with 

you).  If the old support structure is still there, then it 

will be much quicker and less expensive.  
 

Pops at the Pier – 2026 Scheduled! 
The annual Pops at the Pier concert by the Holland 

Symphony Orchestra has been scheduled for Thursday, 

June 18th. It’s an unforgettable evening of music, food 

trucks, and fun with the Holland Symphony Orchestra.  

Concert tickets are available through the Holland 

Symphony website. There will be food vendors, so bring 

your appetite to enjoy great food and music!   

 

This year’s main program is “From Broadway to the Big 

Screen” and this is the promotional flyer. 
 

Thursday, June 198 6:00 to 9pm, Tickets $20-$37 

Location:  The Eldean Boat Shed #3 

 
 

Tickets available at Symphony Office, 616-796-6780 
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Free Great Loop Memberships! 
We are seeing more and more “loopers” come through 

the marina on their cruise through the Great Lakes.  

Some of the boats stop and winter store with us before 

they head south again in the spring.  This is an amazing 

journey that takes one through very remote river 

locations as well as large cities on the shores.  I’ve 

made about 98% of the loop in a few different trips, 

only to have missed the west coast of Florida. 
 

Eldean Shipyard has sponsored the America’s Great 

Loop Cruisers’ Association (AGLCA), and with our 

sponsorship I have several free memberships that I can 

give out to any of our interested slip or storage 

customers.  Please let me know if you would like one. 

 

Ethanol-Free Again in 2026 
Update:  It is our pleasure to inform you that Gas at the 

Eldean Fuel Dock will once again be 90 Octane, 

Ethanol-Free with Valvtect Additive. Due to an 

emergency fuel waiver issued by the federal 

government, E15 Fuel will be available throughout 

the boating season this year. E15 fuel, which is sold at 

roadside stations, is extremely harmful for marine 

engines & should never be used in your boat. If you are 

trailering your vessel & filling up at a gas station, be 

certain you are not using E15 fuel.  
 

Given the choice, don’t choose ethanol for your boat, as 

it may cause you many headaches, dollars, and days off 

the water.  For more information on Ethanol, please 

check:  

http://www.eldean.com/news/Alerts/Ethanol.pdf 
 

Using Valvtect Fuel Saves you 15 cents per Gallon 

Valvtect is a more efficient blend and can save you 

money at the pump and on maintenance costs. Click 

here to learn how. 
 

Looking Good and Making Improvements! 
There is a lot that goes on in order to get ready for 

summer. This year we are adding trailer storage, 

repairing concrete, painting dock boxes, power washing 

docks, adding fencing, updating gardens, painting 

buildings, replacing rotted pilings, lowering docks, and 

adding boatlifts.  Whether it is materials, utilities, fuel, 

or labor, it is certainly costing us more to provide the 

same marina facilities and boating experience than it 

did just a few years ago; we are committed to our 

maintenance programs and keeping Eldean Shipyard 

one of the finest marinas on the Great Lakes! 
 

 

 

A Proud Sponsor of the Weather Buoy! 

Eldean Shipyard is now donating to our local weather 

buoy to ensure that this important real-time data keeps 

flowing to our screens.  Whether it is fishing, sailing, or 

storm data you are after, the local buoy is a real gift! 
 

Our Port Sheldon Buoy depends 100% on donations 

and advertising for funding. If you would like to make a 

donation or have any questions, please contact Brad 

Stephenson at brad.stephenson32@gmail.com or (330) 

495-9555 and Bill Sikkel at bsikkel@sikkellaw.com or 

(616) 836-7504. 
 

Thanks to new technology, you can now get up-to-date 

wind speed, water and air temperature, wave height and 

more, by texting a buoy — Yes, text a buoy! By simply 

texting 866-218-9973 with the ID of one of the 68 

buoys that are part of the Great Lakes Observing 

System.  The Holland/Port Sheldon Buoy ID is 45029.   
 

There are 20 weather buoys on Lake Michigan 

providing real-time critical data to fisherman, sailors, 

boaters and even beachgoers (rip current potential for 

beach activities). An index of all the Great Lakes buoys 

is at https://glbuoys.glos.us/. The Port Sheldon location 

has been one of the most active buoys on Lake 

Michigan.   
 

Messing about in Boats! 
This insightful signage is displayed upstairs in the 

Shipstore.  These are words we live by! 

 
From Kenneth Grahame’s, children’s book,  

The Wind in the Willows, 1908 
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Plan Ahead for Cruising… 

The last few seasons have brought many more boats to 

Lake Michigan and our great harbors.  But that means 

dockage space is tight, and arranging a transient 

reservation will be more difficult.  You will want to 

plan ahead and call for reservations. If you already have 

plans to take a trip or take the boat away for some 

reason, please let Karl (store@eldean.com) know the 

dates of your trip so that we can help a visiting boater 

reserve a slip here in Macatawa.  When you leave 

Macatawa with your boat, your slip becomes 

available for nightly rental and you are required to 

let us know if you will be away from the slip for 48 

hours.  We already have a waiting list of transient 

boaters & we need your cooperation in order to provide 

them dockage.  And hopefully, when you go cruising, 

your destination will try hard to find you a slip too!  
 

 

 

 

What will we do today? 

The MAC Adventure Sports Rental Trailer will soon be 

open for business.  MAC Adventures, LLC is excited to 

return in 2026 and offer adventures in water sport 

rentals.  MAC Adventures is providing paddle board, 

inflatable/RIB-boat, kayak and pontoon boat rentals.  

High quality and comfortable equipment with 

outstanding service is what you will get when you rent 

from MAC Adventures.  Located at Eldean Shipyard, 

West Michigan’s premier marina, rentals have easy 

access to Lake Michigan as well as Lake Macatawa. 
 

 
You can usually find them in their rental trailer 

(Weekends in May from 10am to 6pm and June-Labor 

Day 9am to 8pm,). Or they may be helping customers 

with rental boats at slips R-5, R-6, R-7, &  R-8.  For all 

the Boat, Bike, SUP, & Kayak rental info, go to:  
 

Website: www.Macadventuresllc.com 

Phone: 616-377-8322 

Email: Info@macadventuresllc.com 

 

The Bosch Boat Parade! 
I’ve written about this one before, but have yet to see it 

in person.  The vessels in this 10th edition parade 

honoring the artist Hieronymus Bosch, set sail June 20-

22 on the Dommel River, Netherlands.  It looks like a 

lot of fun! 

 
https://boschparade.nl/en/ 

 

Electric Vehicle Chargers 
 Relax at the Pool while Charging your Battery! 

 We are in the process of switching to the new 

administrator of 

our car charges as 

the old one went 

out of business.  

The new payment 

system will be 

going through 

Charge Lab, so if 

you are familiar with their app, then it will likely be 

very similar.  We hope to have them running soon!  

 

 
Sunrise, April 23, 2026 
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The   SAFETY-FIRST  Page  

 

Voluntary Coast Guard Inspections 
The Coast Guard Auxiliary will be here on June 6th to 

perform boat safety inspections.  If you are interested, 

please let Karl know in the Shipstore. ½ hour 

appointment times are between 9-3pm. After passing an 

inspection, you will receive a 2026 "Safety Check 

Decal".  They may not get to everyone, so they are 

going to prioritize boats that have not been inspected 

before. Boaters who have a "Safety Check Decal" 

displayed on their boat, should be free from random 

stops by marine patrol boats. 
 

Take a Boater Safety Class? 
If you and/or your children are interested in taking a 

boater safety class and earning a Boating Safety 

Certificate at Eldean Shipyard, please let Karl in our 

Shipstore know.  We may be able to hold a class here if 

there are enough people interested. 

 

Otherwise, please check the Allegan County Boater 

Safety website for a list of upcoming classes (scroll to 

bottom of page).  For example, the Saugatuck Yacht 

Club is offering class May 20 & 21, and June 17 & 18.  

Also, in Ottawa County, classes are planned May 30th, 

June 20th, and July 25th through the Park Township Fire 

Department.  Click here for more info. 
 

From the MDEQ:  In Michigan, boaters born after June 

30, 1996, must have a boating safety certificate to 

operate a boat, and boaters born after Dec. 31, 1978, 

need a boating safety certificate to operate a personal 

watercraft (click here for more details).  “If you’re on 

the water operating a boat, or even a canoe or kayak, 

it’s your responsibility to do so safely,” said Lt. Tom 

Wanless, DNR Law Enforcement Division. “We 

strongly encourage new boaters to take a boater safety 

course, so they are aware of the dos and don’ts of the 

water. Even if you have been on the water for years, it’s 

important to refresh yourself on the latest regulations.”  

The DNR offers boating safety education as a self-

paced, online course and as a traditional classroom 

experience.  
 

 

General Boating Safety 

The Michigan Boating Industries Association (MBIA) 

created this infografic to help convey some boating 

safety basics.  If you are new to boating safety, this is a 

must read. 
 

Not another Knot Guide… 
However, this time it is a live-action knot guide! Power 

& Motor Yacht has videos of Capt. Bill Pike 

performing a few tricks, and tying knots too. Click here 

for the videos.   
 

Learn to Sail Programs… 

Visit www.lmsrf.org, then mouse-over “Learn to Sail” 

on the top of the page and choose from the drop down 

tabs. 
 

Boat US Towing…  

Having a back-up plan in place may be the best thing to 

happen to you during your worst day on the water. 

BoatUS Towing Freshwater details: 

• Coverage for inland lakes and rivers  

• BoatUS pays 100% for dock-to-dock tows for repair 

• Reimbursement for tows outside TowBoatUS areas: 

up to $3,000 

• Annual cost: $130/year 

Learn more and sign up for towing at BoatUS 
 

Sailing Charters 
Deeplake Ventures will be offering sailing charters out 

of Eldean Shipyard for their 15th consecutive season. 

Charters are captained by 

Jeremy Smith and are 

typically 2-4 hours in length 

on evenings and weekends. 

The GIG 'EM II is a 2000 

Catalina 28 MKII designed 

with a large cockpit and 

modern amenities for 

passengers.  Feel free to 

contact Captain Jeremy if 

you are interested in a 

charter or for captain 

services on your current or 

future sailboat including instruction, delivery, or 

consulting. :www.deeplakeventures.com. 
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mailto:store@eldean.com?subject=boater%20safety%20course
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https://www.allegancounty.org/courts-law-enforcement/sheriff-s-office-corrections-center/law-enforcement/marine-boater-s-safety
http://www.eldean.com/news/news_files/Boater_safety_classes.png
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/boating/rules-and-regs/age-restrictions
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http://www.eldean.com/news/Alerts/boating_safety_laws.pdf
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https://www.boatus.com/boat-towing?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23162438795&gbraid=0AAAAAD_kagdbnMP97gpLwSGW3x1w_O0ma&gclid=CjwKCAjwnN3OBhA8EiwAfpTYejL8lf3aWlFFA_msNNe6TFGbUor6nlu0cAk8SsaZb0g9KiRJK0QmshoCD1MQAvD_BwE
http://www.deeplakeventures.com/


Eldean Shipyard, 2223 South Shore Drive, Macatawa, MI  49434 

616-335-5843   fax: 616-335-5848   www.eldean.com   email: wade@eldean.com 

 

 

  

Just In [Stock] 

This year's clothing selection is arriving in the Shipstore.  Be a BOAT GOAT! 

 


