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The GALLEY

It is coincidental in the sale of Jesiek Brother's Shipyard that the purchase was
made by two brothers, Herb and Roger Eldean from the two Jesiek brothers, Don
and Bill, each pair occupied in carrying on the family named boating business
begun years ago by their fathers.

Both: fathers are living, Herb Eldean Sr., who created the mooring service in
Chicago bearing his name, is in Miami and the senior Jesiek, now 92, who still
resides in his house across from the yard.

But the coincidence among people ends there, for there is only one Margaret
Ewing. Truly a related aunt of Don, Bill and the late Harold Jesiek, she is “Aunt’’
Margaret to the many friends who frequent the “Galley.”

Margaret has a multitude of friends; the yard employees, the neighbors in
Macatawa and the surrounding communities, the local business people, past and
present, the kids who come in for penny licorice and the uncounted yachtsmen
who come in from all the lake ports,

She runs her restaurant seven days a week each summer as she has for 36 years.
She slows down in the winter to only six days of operation and she takes an
afternoon off to visit the hairdresser. Margaret’s summer helpers are young ladies
selected from the local high schools.

Until last year she conducted her winter operations in another location near her
home on South Shore Drive, but for simplification leased that to another party, so
all her working time is spent now at the boat yard.




Margaret will admit her age only occasionally and in private, but being born in
Grand Haven in 1896 makes her about 27 according to her arithmetic. And 27 she
must be, as she opens for breakfast at 8:00, changes to a lunch menu after 11:30,
and continues to serve into each afternoon. The bacon and eggs, the hamburgers
and chili are great. The pies are fresh and warm. She does ask, however, that the
meat be returned, should you find any in your beef noodle soup.

Not only is she cooking, serving and cashiering, but table hopping to converse
with her friends or listen patiently to a monologue ‘delivered by one of the more
verbose natives, before shutting them off with witty expertise. She still receives
proposals of partnership, some to share the restaurant and some outrageous flirta-
tions all of which she handles with verbal dexterity and zest. Particularly long
winded orators may find the kitchen timer placed quietly at their elbow,

Many years ago Margaret moved to Oxborough, now Bloomington, a suburb of
St. Paul-Minneapolis and began operation of a grocery store there. In 1919 she
married William Ewing. They had a splendid, but too short a life together when it
was tragically cut off too soon by his death in 1930. During that time the Ewings
were visited by Harold and Don jesiek, sometimes for prolonged periods, and then
later by the younger Bill and Lois.

The grocery store prospered. “The supermarkets today are just discovering
what | knew about selling fifty years ago,” she declares. But some years after her
husband’s death Margaret returned to Michigan.

In 1937 she came to Macatawa Bay where the Jesiek’s shipyard had taken hold.
Would she like to run the little restaurant during the summer “just for fun?” Well,
she would and she did. Two years later the frame building was torn down and
replaced with a larger structure. As the yard grew, so did the Galley under
Margaret’s managership, and in 1955 the present building was erected.

She has served as many as 350 persons on a normal summer day, but the
greatest avalanche occurred during the Queen’s Cup weekend a few years back
when over 5000 hamburgers alone were served by the small staff.

‘Margaret’s main philosophy, that “there are no finer people’’ than her custom-
= ers-isscontagious. There is a warmth, a spirit of camaraderie, a singu larity about




“MOU 10} Paau ‘am [[e SI 1eyl pue ‘Suim3 1a1e8Ie|N U6 Ajuo si-alay L
‘Spuatly Jay
10 70] B 335 AJure1lad {jim Aayl ‘}|asiay JoBeurw Asng syl 935 10U Op Asyl 41 ‘uaym
~ Aep ay upapnjayu) 1ueses(d e Ag papiemal ase uin UL Aayy pup 'S1WI01582 PHE
SpUBLLY JaY YIIM S}OBIUOD PUE SUOIIRIDOSSE AJaAl] Jay $aziid ays 9519 (|2 9A0QqY

"35IN02 JO PUILL JAUJOUR ‘JOUMO S3} 03 P3jeIS OS dYS PUE  juol
-1adwod J1ay} We |,, ‘pausaduod Jou SeM ays 1Byl pase[dap 1aJedie| ‘o8e s1esh Jo
J1aquinu ® AgJeau pauado 153 1UI0d JaJe| Yanw ay3 udayp "uoliesado [elouruly Ny
-s5309Ns 0] pue 1uBINRISal ay} Jo diyssozaidosd Suo| Jay ul aplid 01 SIWPE JYS

..iUuoAa Aeis 01 Axon| Ajqeqoud wij ‘yiim Aejd | djdoad ay1 uLispisuod 1nq
‘S/eaA oyl JOAO Jas0j B Wi, [ A®S ] UpinOM |,, "JoAe|d Jexod anseisnyiua ue sk-ays

*$8U1199W 11243 Ul PBDI UB3Q SARY {IDUNOD A31D 3Y1 01 519119]
jnjaysnoyl JoH "pue|iod ul [edodsid] eorID ‘Younyd Jay Joj pue ‘epul] ‘s0s1u
12213 2UO puR sa%aiu ‘smoeydou Jay ‘Ajlwey Jay o) Buifesy dodp e sey JaleBIRN

-AemAue siauip ayl Suowie jusw
-oAOW 3|qRIAPISUOD S| a1yl ySnoyle Alied 1y3Ll 113U} 0} UINJAU SaSSAITIRM 3L diay
Aews _sajqe] 8y} aAOl 10N O( 95eald,, pajuted Ajmau si JOO[} 3yl 3duls OS|Y

i ‘3l AJaAs dno |y B J9PIO [jaM SB 1ySiw NOA OS .

#s1 dno v,
5T dno g
P51 dno %
st 994300

:2uIped. JUIYIRW 934100 AU JBSU 10U B S| 3I3U ‘suoijeue|dXa Jole| PIOAE O] -

“J1U3 Aay] SE |[B Aq pajoadsal si  UIop g 1Sniy saoys pue sdo],,

N . "PaAIadaL
sem 98essall oy | "9|qel sty uo Japjoy upydeu ays o1 padel sem 310U f[ews B Ajfeuld
*31qel ensn s31id|nd syl Jaseau 1sod ' uo dn pamoys udis Jayjoue usyjl ‘Iusw
4Jedap SU13003 ay3 01 AJjus 2yl 1e 151y paseadde | uaydliy 2yl jo InQ deay,,

saoejd snonaidsuod ul
paisod sugis paiene| puey Aq ‘Suideads jo Jouur © Ja1e ‘paysi{dwodne si siy) pue
$150N8 SWOS JO SAIIIAIIOR 3YJ DUIN|JUI OF ASBSS3IBU 11 SPUI) 3YS UIYl pue MON

: SMOPUIM PUE SIOOp
9] PUNOJR SMO|Q MOUS 3UJ UBYM UOITESIIALOD JO 3|qP} |[BWS B PUNOJE JUIPIAS O5[E
SUUDIYM 1Nq ‘ABPI[OY JOLILLNS B UO PMOJD MO[JI9A0 UB UL 1[a) S 1eYY AS|[ED 3y

T ‘PUBIIOH ‘suiesls paiH AQ

amem3
134yt

N3A3IS 3IOVvd

Jd3INNVOIS

¢L6T AINM



