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Jury reaches decision in 3 hours

Lindsey ?E.E guilty of first-degree murder of Holland father

Cassidey Kavathas
Holland Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK

GRAND HAVEN — ,Emocmw tears and quiet om_mvam-
tion Friday, April 4, Miguel Zamudio’s family heard the
verdict that will put Jerrell Alexander Lindsey away for
life. .

Lindsey was found guilty on all counts in the jury
trial for the murder of Zamudio, a Holland father and

husband, on April 13, 2024. Lindsey was charged with
one count of open murder, three counts of assault with
adangerous weapon;, and two counts of felony firearm.
An open murder charge allows the jury to decide
whether first- or second-degree murder is more appro-
priate.

Lindsey was found guilty of first-degree murder,
which carries-a mandatory sentence of life in prison
without parole.

During closing arguments Friday, April 4, the de-
fense argued the jury should be able to consider an in-
voluntary manslaughter charge, which carries a sen-
tence of 5-7 years. Judge Karen Miedema approved the
motion, but the jury wasn’t convinced.

Throughout the four-day trial, multiple witnesses
testified about what they saw Saturday, April13, on W.
19th Street in Holland. Katrina Zamudio testified Lind-
sey approached the couple and their14-year-old son in
the driveway of Miguel’s parents’ home and told them

See LINDSEY, Page 4A

Rezoning the two parcels o* property near Eldean m_:ama in _.mxm»os.: ._.oi:m_.__u has been put on ro_n
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Laketown tables rezoning
request over bad smell

Mitchell Boatman
Holland Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK

LAKETOWN TWP. — A decision on conditionally
rezoning two parcels of property near Eldean Ship-
yard in the northwest corner of Laketown Township
has been put on hold.

After pushing back discussions on a request by Ga-
tor ‘Properties, the Laketown Township Board of
Trustees voted Smmbmmmm& >UE 2, to table talks until
May 7.

The two adjacent lots included in the Hmp:mmﬁ are
located at the corner of Fern Walk and S. Shore Drive.
They are owned by Gator Properties and leased to El-
dean Shipyard, with both entities run by Wade El-
dean.

The vote to table followed a suggestion from El-
dean’s lawyer, James Doezema, after board members
voiced opposition to the rezoning during the meeting.

Doezema indicated Eldean would be willing to tweak .

his conditional zoning request if the board tabled the

item.

That vote was approved 4-1, with Trustees Mark
Timmerman and Mike Koeman, Clerk Jim Delaney
and Treasurer Jim Johnson voting in favor and Super-
visor Steven Ringelberg voting against. :

A -:m:"o.,. of use

Eldean is asking to change the land from R-2 Medi-
um Density-Residential to a limited scope of C-2 Gen-
eral Business District. The conditional rezoning would
limit the property uses to parking, storing boat trailers
and lifts, and using a small portion for a sand volley-
ball court.

The land is already being used for these purposes,
but that’s not allowed under R-2. Eldean claims the
use dates back before current zoning laws were estab-
lished in1981 — which would grandfather the land as a
legal, non-conforming use.

See REZONING, Page 2A

‘AGENDA -

Ottawa County to
discuss ‘legal
ramifications’ of
denying contracts

Cassidey Kavathas
Holland Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK

HOLLAND — In 2025, The Sentinel is providing a
weekly round-up of the biggest topics in upcoming
municipal meetings, giving our readers a chance to
engage with their local officials on the projects, ap-
pointments and decisions that hit closest to home.

These round-ups are written on Fridays, and will
not include an agenda if one hasn’t been posted by 1
p-m. Municipalities are not required by the Michi-
gan Open Meetings Act to provide an agenda in ad-
vance of a meeting, but they are required to provide
notice. Please visit your local municipality website
for the most updated information.

Here are the biggest topics for meetings Monday-
Friday, April 7-11:

Ottawa County

Plat Board: 12 p.m. Tuesday, April 8, at the Otta-
wa County Fillmore Street Complex 2

e An agenda was not immediately available

Planning and Policy Committee: 9 a.m. Thurs-

~ day, April 10, at the Ottawa oocbg Fillmore Street
Complex

The agenda includes: -

e A vote on whether to go into closed session for
the purpose of noumamnbm the purchase or lease of
real property

e Consideration to approve and forward to the
full board a proposed update to the Ottawa County
Parks and Recreation Commission Motor Vehicle
Permit Schedule to add a discounted rate for veter-

- an annual permits

e Consideration of an update a portion of Article
I of the Rules of the Ottawa County Board of Com-
missioners to read as follows: Roberts Rules of Or-
der 12th Edition shall govern all questions of proce-
dure not otherwise provided by these rules or by
state or federal law, except for Section 16.5, which
shall instead require a simple majority vote to pass.

See AGENDA, Page 2A
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